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JEE errors could cost
students all-India rank

Akshaya Mukul [tws

Mew Delhi: The model an-
swers for the JEE (advanced)
released on Tuesday reveal
EITOrS in two questions, one
in the maths and another in
the physics paper, that could
cost students six marks and
malke a significant impact on
theirallIndiarank.

Also, for the second wvear
mnarow, JEE organizers have
persisted with fixing subject
and overall cutoffs even be-
fore assessing the perform-
ance of students. Till 2011,
cutoffs were based on the per-
formance of all candidates
and after evalnating all an-
swer sheets,

Only around 5,000 of the
1.5]akh students whotook the
JEE {advanced) would malke
it tothe premierITTs.

Thizs vear, subject cutoffs
formaths, phy=sics and chem-
1stry are 12, 11 and & respec-
fively for general, OBC and
SC/8T students. The agore-
oate cutoffs are fixed at 35%.

For the second year
in a row, JEE
organizers have
fixed subject and
overall cutoffs even
before assessing
answer sheets

a1.5% and 17.5% for general.
OBC and SC/8T candidates.
With 260 as the total mars, it
comes to 126, 114 and &3 re-
spectively for general, OBC
and 8C/8Teandidates.

Aspointed outbymanvse-
nior IIT faculty members last
wvear, the flipside is that each
candidate who scores above
abowe the cutoffs gets an all-
India rank and based on that
he/she will be alloted an 11T
and course,

But noteverystudent with
an all-India rank will make it
to the ITTs since rankings go
up to 25,000 and above, where-
as there are only a little over
5,000 zeatsto be filled in these
toprune institutes.

In the model answers, it
has been found that question
number 48 (paper I of maths
shows three correct answers,
A, Cor AC. But thequestionis
such that there could only be
one correct answer. If a stu-
dent ticks more than one cor-
rect answer, he 1= penalized
with negative mans.

The second error in the
JEE {advanced) is that ques-
tion number three (paper IT)
of physics has been shown to
have two correct answers —
ABCDor BCD,

“How canoption A beboth
right and wrong? Besides,
candidates who spend time to
correctly solve the question
would have realized that all
the other options are correct
aswell. These students would
have avoided marking any of
the options out of fear of be-
mg marked negatively. Such a
sifuation creates unneces-
sarv ambiguity and doesn't
test the candidates” knowl-
edge,” afaculty member from
IT-Bombav said.
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NIT PhD student

alleges harassment
by guide professor

MNeha Arora

m|ctterschd@hindustantimes. com

JALANDHAR: A Phl) woman stu-
dent al the Dr BR Ambedkar
National Institute of Technology
(NIT) has accused her guide
and department head of sexu-
ally harassing her. In her com-
plaint Lo Lthe director ol the insti-
tute SK Das, three months ago,
she alleged that she was asked
by another guide Neetu Divya
to develop an intimate relation-
ship with chemiecal department
head Ajay Kumar Bansal, if she
wanted to get a scholarship for
pursuing the doctorate course.
She alleged that she refused
and her scholarship case was
not ¢leared.

The girl had also submit-
ted a separate complaint to
deputy commissioner Shruti
Singh, after which the latter
ordered the institule director
to form a committee to probe
the allegations and submit a
report Lo her.

The director formed a five-
member committee, comprising
3 Ghosh, dean, faculty wellare,
SK Sinha, dean, students wel-
[are, Mamta Khosla and Geela
Sikka, associate professors and
Daljeet Kaur, system analyst.

While the director is on

A committe has
taken statements

from both the parties

and a report has been
submitted to the

director. It is now for
him to take a call

SK SINHA
dean students
welfare

leave till June 14, dean Sinha,
when contacted, said Bansal
had also lodged a complaint
with the director that a vul-
gar message was sent to him
from the mobile phone of girl’s
mother.

“When the committee mem-
bers asked her mother about
the same, she said that she
doesn't know English and if
such a message had been deliv-
ered to the guide from her
phone, then she felt sorry for
Lhe same,” Sinha said.

He revealed that Bansal did
not sign the scholarship formof
the student, since she had been
late in submitting the same.
“Both the guides have now sub-
mitted that they will not be in
position to guide the student
anymore,” he said.
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Indlra (andhi Institute of
Technology becomes first
tech varsity for women

-mnmmmmanmmmm Asmanyaw
per cent of the varsity’s seats will be reserved for women. SUSHIL KUMAR/HT PHOTO

NEW DELHI: The country’s first-ever tech-
nical university for women was inau-
gurated here on Thursday. The Indira
Gandhi Delhi Technological University
(IGDTU) has been upgraded from the
erstwhile Indira Gandhi Institute of
Technology which was set up in 1998.
The varsity will offer four BTech cours-
es and five MTech programmes that
include a Master’s degree in computer
applications.

“The university will impart qual-
ity education to women, so that well-
qualified female engineers become
part of the workforee to meet growing
demands of the industry,” said Chief
Minister Sheila Dikshit after unveiling

the website and the admission bro-
chures of the varsity at its Kashmere
Gate-based campus in north Delhi.

“It is a non-affiliated teaching and
research university to facilitate and
promote research and innovation in
the field of engineering, technology,
applied sciences and management,”
Dikshit said.

The varsity, Dikshit said, will ini-
tially have 480 seats. Eighty-five per
cent seats would be reserved for Delhi

Delhi higher education minister
AshokKnmarWaha said the new uni-

women engineers in prominent Indian
compamesaswﬂasinmulh-naﬁmal
comp:
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India’s 1st tech univ
for women in city

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Indira Gandhi Institute of Technology
hasbeen upgraded toastate university and willnow be
known as Indira Gandhi Delhi Technical University.
Inaugurated on Thursday; it is the first technical insti-
tute for women in the country. Formerly under Guru
Gobind Singh Indraprastha University, it shares its

Kashmere Gate campus with Ambedkar University;
and like it, will be a

non-affiliating  uni- VITAL I“Fo
versity.

“Ityhope sl BTECH PROGRAMMES
outshine all the tech- | » Computer science &
nical institutes in Del- engineering
hi,” said chief minis-

ter Sheila Dikshit
who inaugurated it.

» Electronics & communication

» Mechanical & automation
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Theupgradetakesthe | » Information technology
number of state uni- : A |
versitiesin Delhitofi- | Sale of admission brochure
ve.“The government | Junel - Ju'y | ]_ o
will try to give more S e
land so that the uni- | SConmew—y

versity can have a
larger campus”, said :
Dikshit.
Indira Gandhi Institute of Technology was estab-
lished in 1998 as the first engineering college for wom-
en in Delhi. The university is launching MTech pro-
grammes in five courses for the 2013 round of
admissions. This includes information security man-
agement, VLSI design, mobile and pervasive comput-
ing, robotics and automation and electronics and com-
munication - the last being a weekend programme.
The intake per course will be 30 and forms can
be bought from branches of Punjab and Sind Bank in
Delhi. “We are planning four new industry-linked
Mtech programmes,” the vice-chancellor, Nupur Pra-
kash, said.
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Older central universities yet
to warm up to common test

By PrasHANT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

.........................

NEW DELHI

he human resource devel-

opment (HRD) ministry’s
efforts to introduce a common
admission test for all 42 cen-
tral universities in the country
has not made much headway,
particularly because the older
and more well-known of these
institutes have not taken to the
idea.

“There have been a few
rounds of meetings, but we
have failed to reach any con-
sensus,” said Somnath Das-
gupta, vice-chancellor of As-
sam University, in a telephone
interview.

Although 10 of the new cen-
tral universities are agreeable
to the move, others including
the older central universities
have demurred, according to
two ministry officials, because
they that say in the absence of
a concrete mechanism, chang-
ing to a new system will dilute
their legacy and standards.
Both officials declined to be
named.

This may have put paid to
the ministry’s plan of intro-
ducing the new entrance ex-
amination in the current aca-
demic season, they said.

“It may look simple, but it’s
really complex. The number of
students is huge and there is
no clear guideline on how to
conduct it,” said Dasgupta. “I
have discussed it with my col-
leagues in our campus,
but they too are not very

enthusiastic.”

The ministry says this com-
mon test will benefit students,
who now have to apply sepa-
rately to all central universi-
ties. Also, universities located
outside major cities will get
students from across India in-
stead of from a particular re-
gion, said one of the ministry
officials.

Dasgupta was not too sure
about this. “As an older uni-
versity in North-East India, we
have to cater

papers, said the head of anoth-
er central university, who
spoke on condition that nei-
ther he nor his institution be
named.

M.M. Salunkhe, vice-
chancellor of the University of
Rajasthan, which is coordinat-
ing the common entrance for
the 10 new central universities
this year, agreed with this
view.

Institutions such as Banaras
Hindus University, Allahabad

University or

to the. local the University
Geecict e Tho SIHD inthiskiy . Sier ool
Ganwe dothat  Says this common gammes, ‘and
posed . ‘oo testwill benefit - . sramue
tem?” he time, Salunkhe

asked. “I think
the first point
is to develop a
mechanism—
who will con-
duct it, who
will evaluate,
and who will =
prepare question papers. Be-
fore that, we can say it's a
project in the pipeline without
any consensus.”

Unlike the Indian Institutes
of Technology and the Indian
Institutes of Management,
which admit students based on
common admission tests, the
common examination for uni-
versities is more complex be-
cause of the number and varie-
ty of programmes on offer and
the issue of integrating them in
a test consisting of one or two

students, who now
have to apply
separately to all
central universities

said.

Surabhi
Banerjee, vice-
chancellor of
the Central
University of
Orissa, said
the new uni-
versities are expecting to get a
better pool of students from
the common test as awareness
of the new universities are not
high.

Salunkhe said more than
40,000 students will write the
common entrance examina-
tion in 2013 for entry into the
10 new central universities.
The test will take place this
weekend.

Last year, seven new univer-
sities had conducted their se-
lection together.



